Bacterial brain abscesses: an evaluation of 96 cases.
Although the decline of the morbidity and mortality in recent years, brain abscess is still one of the most important problems in Neurosurgery. Ninety-six patients with brain abscess are analysed retrospectively, that treated between 1988 and 2001, according to age, the clinical symptoms, etiologic factors, infecting organisms, prognostic factors, localization, diagnostic and treatment methods and outcome. Seventy-two patients treated with aspiration (streotactic aspiration in 12 cases), 14 patients with excision. Ten patients treated medically alone. Seven patients in the aspiration group and one patient in the excision group were died. Cure without any morbidity obtained in 55 patients. A significant correlation determined with initial neurologic grade, meningismus, high fever (>38.50), leucocytosis (>20.000/mm3) and mortality. There were no significant correlation the age groups and outcome, treatment groups and location of abscess, period of treatment, number of abscess, outcome according to GOS and factor, treatment period and received antibiotic. In appropriate cases, medical treatment can be successful alone but surgery, aspiration, is gold standard for brain abscesses. In that way, definite diagnosis is obtained and pathogen is identified and cure is obtained in a short time.